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Dear Huth Road Families, 

Summer vacation is just around the corner. As my children count down the last days of 

school, I find myself looking back at the year. We have a lot to celebrate. I’m especially 

thankful for the support from our Huth Road community. Families, teachers, staff, and 

community members united in Huth Road PTA. Together, we created a year of learning 

and fun for our children. You helped by becoming a member, participating in our direct 

donation drive, attending events, or volunteering to share your time and talents with us. 

THANK YOU! You made a difference to the children of Huth Road. Take a look at our 

video, “Journey of Fun,” to see all the great things we made happen together. 

 

This year, Huth Road PTA also began a journey toward becoming a National PTA School 

of Excellence. We focused on bridging the communication gap between school and 

home. We wanted families to feel connected to daily life at school, so we shared 

pictures and weekly updates in Huth Road Highlights. It’s been fun reporting all the 

great things happening at Huth. June is full of enrichment programs, field trips, and 

celebrations. Don’t miss any of the action! Look for our highlights or click here to visit 

our Facebook page. You can count on Huth Road PTA to be a reliable go-to source of 

school news. 

 

As we celebrate our growth, we also get ready for change. Fifth graders will be 

recognized at Moving Up Day as they head to Veronica Connor Middle School. First 

graders visited Huth for a tour to help them get ready for new adventures next year. In 

the same way, Huth Road PTA is also growing and changing. Some of our leaders are 

graduating from Huth. We will miss our cake-walk coordinator, Sandy Cohen; Readers 

are Leaders chairperson, Heather Hill; and our newsletter editor, award chairperson, and 

mentor, Lee Cohen. Other leaders are finishing their terms. Thanks to Paula Macrides 

for leading the enrichment committee and bringing good programs to Huth. 

 

We’re also welcoming new leaders to our PTA board. Jill Redfern joined the board as 

VP of enrichment and Jill Pickering will serve as corresponding secretary. We’re 

especially excited that Bonnie Nevans is taking on a new role as president. This year 

Bonnie served as corresponding secretary, chaired our staff appreciation luncheon, and 

helped with a variety of other events. With a combination of returning and new 

members, our board is a strong team that will lead Huth Road PTA and help it continue 

to grow next year. 

 

As I finish my term as president, I’m grateful for the awesome support everyone has 

shown me. I’ve been lucky to work with a great team of Super Huthers. Thanks for 

being part of Huth Road PTA. Best wishes for a fun, safe, and relaxing summer! 

 

Warm regards, 

Jennifer Walowitz 

Huth Road PTA president 



From the Principal’s Desk. . . 
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Hello Huth Parents! 

 

Welcome New Huth Road Elementary Families 
We are proud and pleased to welcome our Sidway first-grade friends to Huth Road Elementary in September. To ease the 

transition to the “big kid” school, second graders and their parents are invited to Huth Road for a special Open House de-

signed especially for them. Our second graders will meet their new teacher and classmates and drop off their school sup-

plies as well as play some fun “get to know you” games in the gym. Save the date! Second Grade Open House, Wed, Au-

gust 31, 2016, 6-8pm. The grades 3, 4, 5 Open House will be Wednesday, September 14, 6:30-8:30pm. 

 

Good-bye Old Friends! 
For those of you whose youngest child is in fifth grade, thank you for your support of Huth Road school over the years. 

We will miss you, and we wish you well in the middle school. A special thank you goes out to the Cohens and the Hills 

for their exemplary volunteer work, and even though she’s not leaving us, we want to recognize our out-going PTA presi-

dent, Jennifer Walowitz, whose dedication to the children of Huth is unwavering. Thank you! 

 

Update Your E-News Profile 
There is a link to your personal e-news profile at the bottom of each e-news message sent by the district. Simply click on 

this link to add your child’s new school (such as the middle school) and remove a former school if you wish. Don’t have e

-news, yet? Call 773-8850, and we will add you to the list. I will send occasional messages during the summer months, so 

be sure you are in the loop! 

 

Capital Project 
Construction on our building will continue during the summer. We expect to keep our main office in operation throughout 

the summer, but be sure to call before visiting to be sure we are open. Improvement highlights for this summer include:  

 A new gym floor 

 A new stage floor 

 

Completed projects include: 

 New color-coded hallway lockers 

 New classroom sinks and cabinets 

 Library expansion 

 A new office entrance doorway 

 New window shades and screens in classrooms 

 

We are excited for the upcoming changes, and we are looking forward to the completion of the work. While the work is in 

progress, please talk to your children about staying safely away from any construction equipment or hazardous areas. 

Thank you! 

 

Summer Learning and Fun! 
Be sure your child completes the summer reading requirement before September. Mrs. Cannavo and Mrs. Orosz will hold 

their annual “Summer Reading Celebration” in the fall, and your child won’t want to miss out on the fun. Your child’s 

teachers and I will send more information about this program in a future e-news message. 

 

Finally, I hope each family will seize as many opportunities as possible to enjoy the Buffalo/Niagara Region with each 

other. There’s so much to see and do when we unplug. Visit http://www.visitbuffaloniagara.com/events for information. 

Sharing experiences together helps our children build an understanding of their world, and that makes them better readers, 

thinkers, and better students overall. 

 

Thank you for all you do to help our children achieve their very best and have a wonderful summer! 

 

Kerri Nowak 

http://www.visitbuffaloniagara.com/events


Calendar of Events— 
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E-news is here!  Sign Up Today! 

 

 
 

E-news allows Grand Island parents, students, facul-

ty/staff & community members to sign up to receive 

e-mails &/or text messages on school related infor-

mation. With e-news, you automatically receive 

news of interest to you at your selected e-mail ad-

dress or cell phone. E-news is an opt-in service. You 

tailor the service to meet your needs by selecting 

only the categories of information that are of interest 

to you.  
 

To Sign Up: 

Visit www.k12.ginet.org 

Click the GICSD e-news button at the bottom right 

Complete the form and choose your subscription 

options 

Enter the security number shown and press  

 “Sign Me Up” 

June:  
        Flag Day Program – Tue, June 14, 10:00 a.m.  

        4th Gr Field Day – Wed, Jun 15  

        3rd Gr Field Day – Thu, Jun 16  

        4th Gr Field Trip – Thu, Jun 16 – Lockport Locks  

        5th Gr Field Day – Fri, Jun 17  

        5th Gr Moving Up Day – Mon, Jun 20 @ 9:30 a.m. – HS Grand 

 Viking Theater  

       BOE Meeting – Mon, Jun 20 @ 7:30 p.m. (HS Prof Dev Room)  

       Report Cards Go Home – Tues, Jun 21  

       Student Last Day of School – Tues, Jun 21 – Full Day  

       KidBiz – Sat, Jun 25, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. - Town Commons 

This summer Huth Road Elementary School and Kaegebein Elementary School will 

once again participate in the New York State Library's summer reading program. Stu-

dents entering grades 2 through 5 can participate by reading eight grade-appropriate 

books.  

 

Then, in September, students who participate will be invited to a summer reading cele-

bration. Participation has been increasing each year and this is a fun way to maintain 

reading skills over the summer. Look for the “On Your Mark, Get Set...Read” summer 

reading packet in your child’s report card envelope. 
 

You can also get more information about summer reading from the Grand Island Memo-

rial Library or by checking out this site: http://www.summerreadingnys.org/ 

On Your Mark, Get Set...Read! 

http://www.k12.ginet.org/


Notes from the Band Room 

Be a Part of Reflections  
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On Friday, May 20, the Huth Road Concert Band performed and received a "gold 

rating" at the New York State School Music Association's Major Organization fes-

tival. As defined by the association: "A gold rating is awarded to organizations that 

have demonstrated an outstanding level of technical and artistic skill in each of the 

evaluative categories." Congratulations to all of the concert band students on this 

remarkable achievement.  

2016-2017 Theme:  
 

 

What Is Your Story? 
 

Entries from all grades and abilities welcome. 

Bookfair News 

At our last bookfair of the year, our school raised $700 in coin for All for Books!  That means that 

Scholastic will donate $700 in books to organizations such as Kids In Need Foundation, Reader to 

Reader, Inc., and the National Center for Families Learning. But it also means that we were able to put 

$1,400 of new books into our school library. Because this was a BOGO fair, Ms. Orosz was able to take 

advantage of the sale and purchased 136 new books! 
 

We held a contest and the winning classroom that collected the most coin received $100 to spend in the 

Scholastic catalog, 25 posters from the book fair, three new books for their classroom and a set of book-

marks. Mrs.Lipp's class took the title of overall winner with more than $145 donated in coin. Great Job! 

 

The other classes that collected the most coin per grade level were Mrs. McMann's 2nd grade class, 

Mrs. Cassata's 4th grade class and Mrs. Gormley's 5th grade class. Each of the winners received three 

new books for their class room and a set of bookmarks as well.  
 

I know the kids will be so excited to see all the great new books in the library! 

Karrie Valle, Bookfair coordinator 

 



PTA Distinguished Service Award 

Fifth Grade Field Trip 
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Huth Road PTA president Jennifer Walowitz was the recip-

ient of a NYS PTA Distinguished Service Award, present-

ed at the final PTA meeting of the year. The award is given 

to someone who already has earned a PTA Honorary Life 

Membership. Jennifer was recognized for her ability to 

bring together adults to volunteer for the betterment of 

children's lives.  

 

Her outstanding leadership helped Huth Road PTA grow 

through her encouragement and recognition of the work of 

volunteers, and her hard work and dedication have made 

Huth Road a better place for all students. 

 

The award also cited her creativity in chairing the award-

winning PARP (Pick a Reading Partner) program. 

Pictured from left: Aliza Seibert, recording secretary; Amy McMann, 

1st vice president; Bonnie Nevans, corresponding secretary; Jennifer 

Walowitz; Paula Macreides, 2nd vice president; Janet Tyski, treasur-

er; Jennifer Corbett, 2nd vice president 

Fifth graders headed to Niagara Falls to 

ride the Maid of the Mist and explore the 

Cave of the Winds. Thanks to Huth Road 

PTA for helping to reduce the cost of this 

fun tradition  
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PTA Honorary Life Membership 

Teachers gathered before school to honor Esta Shuerholz, who received a 

PTA Honorary Life membership. Although her children no longer attend 

Huth, she comes in faithfully to run off copies that are needed in the 

classroom, thus providing a time-savings gift for teachers. 

USE YOUR ONLINE PURCHASES TO SUPPORT SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
Do you shop online? Now you can earn money for Huth Road PTA by visiting the eScrip Online Mall. It’s easy 

to get started. Check out the video at http://bitly.com/escrip-olm or shop now at https://shopping.escrip.com. 

Share the link with family and friends, too. 

1.    Go to shopping.escrip.com to sign up.  Choose to support Huth Road PTA. 

2.    Do your regular online shopping.  By using the eScrip mall to get to your favorite store websites, you’ll earn 

a percentage of your purchases for Huth Road PTA. 

3.    Install ForgetMeNot to remind you whenever you’re visiting a shop from the eScrip Mall. 

Remember to use the eScrip Online Mall as you shop for Father’s day, graduation, and summer vacation! It’s a 

win-win. You find the perfect gift and our PTA can continue to provide programs and activites for our children. 

http://www.grandislandschools.org/emailSignup.cfm?eid=1567181&heid=3CC53F830B114D3D52EE7F8C14BAE1A4&linkto=http://bitly.com/escrip-olm
http://www.grandislandschools.org/emailSignup.cfm?eid=1567181&heid=3CC53F830B114D3D52EE7F8C14BAE1A4&linkto=https://shopping.escrip.com/
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 Smiling volunteers man the Viking Values 

rewards cart for students to redeem their coins. 

Huth Road PTA recognized Sarah Wheeler with a PTA Honorary Life 

Membership. She cares about children and devotes much of her free time 

to them. When her daughter was in kindergarten, she started a Girl Scout 

troop and has been leading this group for five years. Sarah has been active 

in PTA for almost as long, first as Sidway PTA president, then Huth Road 

PTA treasurer, and now as vice president of Membership. She also shares 

her talents by chairing the annual basket raffle and raising money to sup-

port PTA programs. When she’s working in the cafeteria, she connects 

with students on a personal level and makes them feel special. We’re so 

glad she’s part of the Huth Road community. Congratulations, Sarah!  

PTA Honorary Life Membership 

Viking Values 



Thank You, Volunteers! 
 

Huth Road PTA appreciates our dedicated volunteers. 

Thank you for sharing your time and talents with us! 
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Viking Values Lunches: Thanks to Holly Fratello and her  dedicated volunteers for  making these lunches spe-

cial for our children. Her team included Joel Bedell, Jen Lenhard, Carolyn Leggett, Amy Pyc, Beran Celik, Tina Tay-

lor, Deb Warner, Jill Redfern, Bonnie Nevans, Lee Cohen, and Julia Clunie. 

 

March Scholastic Book Fair: Kar r ie Valle coordinated the fair  with help from Michelle Jones, Amy Hecht, 

Carol Beckley, Kim Smith, Janice Nowak, Jill Redfern, Janet Tyski, Bonnie Nevans, Julie DeAngelo, Holly Fratello, 

Lauren Ode, Christine Martino, Heather Hill, and Kim Schoen. 

 

Huth Road Bazaar: Kar r ie Valle led a team of dedicated volunteers to put together  our  annual bazaar . 

 Ticket sales: Angela Hamilton, Ashley Stafford, Danielle Whiteside, Aliza Seibert, Janet Tyski, Nicole Va-

canti, Karen Wright, and Kim Schoen 

 Fish pitch: TJ Fratello ran the fish pitch with his sons, Anthony and Nico. 

 Cake walk: Sandy Cohen led the event with her family. Thanks to everyone who donated cakes and desserts. 

 Pictures: Alice Gerard captured the fun with her photographs. 

 Support: Special thanks to Liz O’Connor for her supervision; Jim O’Rourke, Nicole Parvu, and their clean-

ing crew for behind the scenes support; Marci Conn for working in the kitchen; and student volunteers for work-

ing multiple jobs. 

 Bazaar Basket Raffle: Sarah Wheeler put together a huge raffle with her team of Janet Tyski, Bonnie Ne-

vans, Jaime Flynn, Liz O’Connor, Aliza Seibert, Joyce Cowan, Sue Andrews, Jeanise Szathmary, Chris Martino, 

Paula Macrides, Elisa Carrig, Michelle Mesmer, Jill Redfern, and Sandy Sugg. 

 

PARP: Jennifer  Walowitz worked with Beran Celik, Kat Estrella, TJ  Fratello, Michelle Mesmer , Aliza 

Seibert, Sharmila Selvakumar, Janet Tyski, and Jennifer Winarski to bring books to life for PARP. Thanks to Liz 

O’Connor, Penny Schmitt, and Freda Orosz for their support. 

 

Twin Projects: Lee Cohen chaired our  awards program and helped us recognize volunteers. 

 

Niagara Region PTA Spelling Bee: Parents, teachers, and staff worked together  to welcome families and make 

the event a success. Thanks to Bonnie Nevans, Janet Tyski, Jennifer Walowitz, Sarah and Emma Wheeler, Angela 

Hamilton, Diane Lipp, Michelle Maving, Kerri Nowak, Penny Schmitt, Aliza Seibert, Ashley Stafford, Rhonda Tay-

lor, Linda McGinn, Bob Dee, Jim O’Rourke, and our custodial staff. Thanks to everyone who donated goodies for 

the bake sale. We’d also like to thank Tim Hortons, TOPS, and Say Cheese for their donations toward refreshments 

for the event. 

 

Yearbook: Amy Pyc worked hard to create a great memento of school memor ies. 

 

June Scholastic Book Fair: Kar r ie Valle coordinated the book fair  with help from Heather  Hill, J anet Tyski, 

Bonnie Nevans, Christine Martino, and Julie DeAngelo. 

 

Second Grade Parent Orientation: Paula Macr ides planned a lunch to welcome new parents to Huth. Paula 

and her team also led tours to introduce our visitors to Huth Road. Thanks to Karrie Valle, Amy McMann, Jennifer 

Corbett, Janet Tyski, Holly Fratello, Bonnie Nevans, and Jennifer Walowitz. 

 

Moving Up Day: Thanks to Aliza Seiber t for  coordinating decorations for  our  celebration. 

 

Fifth Grade Field Day: Aliza Seiber t and Sandy Cohen worked with teachers to order  shir ts and coordinate 

food for this fun event. 



 

 
 Teacher         Grade  Parent  

 

Ms. Burczynski  2   Crystal Harding  

    Robin Muehlbauer 

Mrs. Gambino   2  Amy Pyc  

Mrs. McMann     Carrie Rejewski  

    Lisa Pyc 

    Lisa Alberalla 

Mrs Rosa   2  Carrie Horvath 

    Lisa Pyc  

Ms. Corbett   3  Tina Taylor 

    Paula Macrides 

Mrs. Kwarciak   3  Bonnie Nevans 

Mrs. Lipp   3  Erin Pizur 

    Jill Redfern 

    Janet Tyski 

Mrs. Percival   3  Andrea Edwards 

    Erin Pankow 

    Julie DeAngelo 

A special thank you to all of the wonderful room parents who signed up this year. Some of these super 

parents volunteered in more than one class. Our classrooms were made to be more like "families" because 

of all the love and organization they added to our programs and classroom activities. The PTA and teach-

ers thank them for their service and encourage all parents to consider volunteering at open house next year!  

Room Parent Recognition 

 Teacher  Grade   Parent  

  

 Mrs. Cassata  4   Lisa Pyc  

 Mra. Graziano 4  Julie Manns 

     Lauren Ode 

 Mrs. Gregson  4   Amanda Karnath 

     Michele Simpson 

     Claudia Granelli 

 Mrs. Taylor 4  Paula dickinson 

 Mrs. Angelo  5   Beran Celik 

     Kim Smith 

 Mrs Gormley  5   Holly Fratello 

  Mrs. Neville  5  

 Mrs. Pernick 5  Crystal Harding 

     Danielle Lysenko

 Mrs. Shauger  5  

 Mrs,. Maving 
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Teacher Recognition Luncheon 


